The mission of the Right Side Foundation is to improve the lives of distressed
children throughout Maryland. The foundation has sought to invest in community
groups and initiatives and develop strategic partnerships. In just over half a year of
the foundation’s existence, the Markakises have hosted children from the Ronald
McDonald House on a trip to the ESPN Zone and the Baltimore Aquarium, led tours
of Camden Yards and the Sports Legends Museum for a group from the Living
Classrooms Foundation, and organized a day at the Ravens practice facility for
patients from Mt. Washington Pediatric Hospital.
The integral initiative of the foundation is its “Fun for 21” program.
According to the foundation’s website, the goal of this program is to “provide 21
children with an experience that enables them to forget about the obstacles in their
lives, at least for one day, and enjoy the fun of being a child.” These daylong events
can include exploring the outdoors, visiting cultural attractions, or going to an
Orioles game. The day at the Ravens practice facility with the Mt. Washington
patients was part of this program.
Markakis’s full‐fledged efforts seem to have been spurred on by the fact that
he knew he would be getting comfortable in Baltimore when he signed a six‐year
contract extension with the Orioles in January 2009. While the safety of remaining
in town that was ensured by the extension made establishing a foundation practical,
the desire to make a difference was already there. “Before we even signed the
contract, we’d always say if we were blessed the way we were, we’d help out the
community,” Markakis told the Baltimore Sun. “We live here now. This is where we
call home, and this is where we want to help kids.”

The story of an athlete giving back to the community is hardly unusual, but
that is no reason to avoid giving individual stories like Markakis’s significant
coverage. His example and those of others serve as positive reminders that not
every athlete is involved in the off‐field antics of the likes of Michael Vick and Gilbert
Arenas. Hopefully they do not do it only for the positive press. Even so, they
deserve the coverage. Here at WLOY, we will continue to follow stories like these,
specifically for our listeners who have lost their faith in humanity and are looking to
rediscover it.

